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Visit to the US
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Cross-Cultural Experiences on Short-Term Visit to the US
Yoko Sota and Yuichi Iizuka

The authors examined in 1999 Summer Program participants what they experi-
enced during a visit to Wenatchee and Seattle, USA. Of twenty students who partici-
pated in the program, eighteen students were included in this study. A questionnaire
was developed to collect information about a number of issues: basic demographic
data, reason for participating in this program, self-perceived English language abil-
ity, impression of their stay in the US, change of view towards the US and Japan,
etc. From the results, we categorized the cross cultural experiences into five catego-
ries: weather or climate, physical environment, Americans’ character, food, and the
English language. Participants expressed mostly positive attitudes towards their host
country. The initial contact stage was marked by the excitement and euphoria of new
experiences. In spite of the very short-term visit, the participants noted far-reaching
effects about the usage of English, as they often faced communication barriers aris-
ing from their lack of English language abilities. Participants returned home with
better insights into their own culture and a greater degree of world-mindedness.
Key words : Summer Program, short-term visit, cross-cultural experiences



