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V.Woolf’s “Mrs. Dalloway”
—Septimus’s Insane Truth—
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Mrs. Dalloway is always being carried off into these flights of sensibility, and must
be forcibly returned to the real world by the explosive backfire of an automobile or
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the sudden ring of a doorbell.
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Finally, to hinder the description of illness in Iliterature, there is the poverty of
the language. English, which can express the thoughts of Hamlet and the tragedy of

Lear, has no words for shiver and the headache.
(On Being Il in The Moment and Other Essays, p. 15)
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We do not know our own souls, let alone the souls of others.
Human beings do not go hand in hand the whole stretch of the way. There is a virgin
forest in each;a snowfield where even the print of birds’ feet is unknown. Here we go
alone, and like it better so. Always to have sympathy, always to be accompanied,
always to be understood would be intorerable. But in health the genial pretence must
be kept up and the effort renewed—to communicate, to civilize, to share ,to cultivate
the desert, educate the native, to work together by day and by night to sport. In illness

this make-believe ceases. (ibid. pp. 17—18)
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But he would wait till the very last moment. He did not want to die. Life was

good. The sun hot. Only human beings? (p.164)
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Beauty, the world seemed to say. And as if to prove it(scientifically)wherever
he looked, at the houses, at the railings, at the antelopes stretching over the pailings,
beauty sprang instantly. To watch a leaf quivering in the rush of air was an exquisite
joy. Up in the sky swallows swooping, swerving, flinging themselves in and out, round and
round, yet always with perfect control as if elastics held them;and the flies rising
and falling; and the sun spotting now this leaf, now that, in mockery, dazzling it with
soft gold in pure good temper;and now and again some chime (it might be a motor
horn)tinkling divinely on the grass stalks—all of this, calm and reasonable as it was,
made out of ordinary things as it was, was the truth now; beauty, that was the truth

now. Beauty was everywhere. (pp.77—78)
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Odd affinities she had with people she had fever spoken to, some woman in the
street, some man behind a counter—even trees,or barns. It ended in a transcendental
theory which, with her horror of death, allowed her to believe, or say that she believed

(for all her scepticism), that since our apparitions, the part of us which appears, are
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so momentary compared with the other, the unseen part of us, which spreads wide, the
unseen might survive, be recovered somehow attached to this person, or that, or even

haunting certain places, after death. Perhaps—perhaps. (p.168)
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