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80 Hitotsugi cho
Akasaka
Tokyo June 2 93
Dear Mr. Hearn —

Having consulted an ichiko over whether I

should get a letter from you and when, she
informed me that I should get one before the
end of the month. I dare not inform the dear
old soul, who went into a very genuine trance
and bore without flinching my brutal pinches,
of our common disappointment. I ought, I
suppose, on strict esoteric principles to adopt
Mark Twain’s method of getting a letter, the
penning one to the man and then not posting
it. T am informed he finds it very successful.

On the whole, I prefer “'ancien systéme” of
writing again — Since writing my misteriogg
last T have read and annotated your “Of a
Dancing Girl” and “The Japanese Smile” both
of which please me, the annotations proving
their suggestiveness — One of my queries is
this : Is the Buddha smile native or imported ?
I am inclined to think it fetched from abroad —
Possibly however it is like the whole Buddhist
belief which predisposition in essentials made
them take so kindly to ! May it not also be said
that the Japanese smile is the aboriginal child
smile crystalized by etiquette ? So at least it
seems to me. If you want a practical example
of what you mention about Japanese art in “Of
a Dancing Girl” consult a frontispiece libel by
Blum in the May Scribners, if you have it not
make no endeavors to get it. To fill our
memories with ugly things is most pernicious —

Hoping this note will be more successful than
the last — I shall register it for extra safety —

Iam
Sincerely yours
Percival Lowell
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80 Hitotsugi cho
Akasaka
June 14 93

Dear Mr. Hearn,

I have thus written your name not in water
but in sky but I think the picture not ill
presents my present psychic studies — the
ocean, the lotus and a frog, colored inevitably
by his environment !!

Throe would have been a better thing than

throw for the priest to rely or relie on — as you

please — Stockton’s “Assisted Fate” — you
remember it — better than either. If you were
here I would talk psychics to you for I think I
have struck a gold mine — which like all
exploiteurs I am not able to work, satisfactorily
to myself — Shinto trances, god-possessions
which I came upon on the top of Ontake and
which I have been paddling out to the Asiatic —
The land is as full of the gods as of their divine
descendents. I will send you some proof shortly
— Tell me more of your own work, your own
smile and the Japanese one too — You have
often noticed doubtless how one gets into zones
of folk, with the Japanese as elsewhere. I am
now in a zone of smiling Japanese having
passed last winter through a zone of rascals
culminating in police stations, Japanese ruined

by intercourse with us — lamentabile dictu.

Write me much.
Very sincerely
Percival Lowell
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80 Hitotsugi-cho
Akasaka Tokyo
July 7 93

Dear Mr. Hearn

I am sore afraid another letter to you has
been lost as I have had no answer to one I sent
you three weeks ago. This repeated
miscarriage “no longer ceases to be funny” as
an acquaintance of mine at Cambridge
remarked once in a moment of more emotion
than grammar — I have addressed an enquiry
to the proper authorities and wait results.

This is second letter was addressed minutely
enough to satisfy the most paternal goverment,
I should think —

Mason tells me you are a little out of love

with Shinto for gaudier Buddhism. Don’t do it -

— Shinto is plain but of exquisite taste — In
the course of my present esoteric studies I am
finding much, hitherto claimed by Buddhism,
to have been filched from Shinto and
rechristened or reBudded as one may say of
grafts. For example earlier scholars would
have us believe that the charming trait of
making pilgrimages to high mountains is of
Buddhist inception — and that the principal
peaks were “opened” by them. I have found
cause to more than doubt this — Pilgrimage

making in all its picturesqueness is a national,

a native not an imported, trait — So is god-
possession — Oh ! those Buddhists have been
clever appropriators of others’ goods but their
day for exposure has come —
Selah’ !
Sincerely yours
Percival Lowell
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ANDOFHHE AR ENBREEZA D, TOEKRTIE
[&O—MERWOAZTZLIRIILZ] 0o T
LHEE TR EVWEEDIh S,

BEA, N—VHRAEYIORITERTHS [H
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ATHBALRY BB, N—Y DEEDRLOH
LEBHELDIABIZY T4 FHBENTNWE I &%
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