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A comparison of emotional intelligence traits between
male and female students in Nursing College.

Yuka Hirar and Yuri HasamoTo

Abstract : Emotional intelligence plays a significant role in nursing. However, not many
studies were done to compare emotional intelligence between male nurse students
and female nurse students. In this study we examined gender differences of emotional
intelligence of nursing students.

Eighty students in a nursing college (16 male and 64 female students) answered a
questionnaire developed to measure emotional intelligence that estimates traits and
behavioral tendency among three domains; intrapersonal, interpersonal, and situational.
The result showed that almost all the scale scores were higher than the average
obtained from the large adult sample. On the other hand, the score of "Leadership” in
situational domain was almost the same as the large adult sample. Gender differences
were observed in "Sociability" and "Adaptability" and the scores were significantly higher
in male students than in female students. The knowledge of gender differences will be

helpful in teaching nursing students.

Key Words and Phrases : emotional intelligence, EQS, nursing students,

male students, gender differences
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