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A Linguistic and Cultural Study of Medspeak
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Medspeak, acronym, eponym, brand name, slang and jargon

1. Prolog

KEIONRZ N+ T —fEZxR Karin Slaughter ® 3
AT ) —AERICIROB A S %0 HED AT 4 7T
CRERMHE Yy —] L LT BiFsnsZ e
DL NCDCIEBY T %o

“They’ll probably bring in somebody from
the CDC."” The Centers for Disease Control
had a dedicated team serving the Atlanta
area. ‘It’s good that we’re close.”

— Unseen, p. 176

[7o5A, COCHLZENAIESRTL &9l &
PRETPRiL Y Z—121%, ThI vy LZzolml%
HETHF— 205, [ TEro7z]

—#ARN, p. 266

L b 2O00MEND L. JFEILIZIZCDCH
Centers for Disease Control& 72> T\ 575, 1946
4£1ZCommunicable Disease Center & L THE L 72
Z ORI, 19704E 12 Center for Disease Control,
1980 4 |2 Centers for Disease Control & CZF5 L,
1992 4F I IEIMERRATCDC D F &, IERSAFABIIED
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention& 7% >
7z (L - HA 2016)0 F72, FRFRUICIE [RIYET

ity —1 Ldah, HRETDHOITEIAE
Tk, BlziE, BERSE (diabetes) *° ADHD
DUEFETHI O N D FERRIEL B PEREE (attention
deficit hyperactivity disorder) b % Tdh 5, "

R 5 B WU A 7 S 3B 3 Bl 1 Medspeak (% &
BB LI, WEEE, Yy—T v, ATV, W0
FE7e EWRIL VY (Segen 1995, Segen 2006), LT -
FHr (2000), (LH - HAF (2006), 1HH - HH (2016)
T, FFEDOI CTMedspeak & DO m=ALIZBE 9
LA IR OBREE R LIZEZATH LD, T
PRI REHBIEZHE (Ko T b, ATROHT
(&, B (2017a), HH (2017h), HIH (2018),
B (2019a), H A (20196), H 0 (2020a),
e (20206), HH (2020¢), HH (2021@), HHH
(2021b), HH (2021c) 2Bl &He&, EHF/ 74
72a yRNHICHTL 2 ZNHDOFERERIAZHL
22 L, BT X X Medspeak #£ L % fik i L CTHa >
ZEiih b

2. graduate nurse — [EFERSY v 7DA
ZOFEOBFIZOWTIEILE - Hd (2016)
SR L 720 [ CRER AR M & ) IEBLE 7 i
(T3> /820—X%ER) O LS hEfiEhtac
Hbo [V—=TA%M] 2 [V 4 XFLHEHM] O
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FORT AN A EFEORREZT HHEDLH LM,
F—AFTYTTHbNL, Y BB BT T
<o

I could continue to work as a graduate
nurse—a first year qualified nurse who’s
supported in the role and works in all areas
of the hospital . . . . .

— Outback Midwife, pp. 42-43

3. FAFEE (acronym) HEDBREL FDHRAH

EH G CHDLN D HETER EBFEOEEIZOW
TIEHA (2020a) TEARBIZRL72A, Zofio
BlAEEIMLTB <,

1) CABG

TEIR /N A 7S AFHE (coronary artery bypass
graft) #ETHTFECABG: [Fryxv V]| Lt
CLAILH - HE (2016) ICIEREATH Do EAE
flzEik L TB <.

“You have to know these things,” continued
our disgusted leader. “Why is she having
the CABG?”"
pronounced, ‘cabbage”) — Playing Doctor, p. 59

(Coronary-Artery-Bypass-Graft,

2) FRU

# [ London @ $t & R i ¥ — € X London
Ambulance Service |2 X, A HE2H F T 5 &
DS ENCHGICH A L CEEE % BIA T % Fast
Response Unithd 5o, ZDHEFFEFRUIL [ 7 )V — ]
Lt

There were one or two from stations
further north and a Fast Response Unit
‘FRU’
pronounced FROO’, out of the south-west,
but this hospital, St. Martin’s in SEI, was a
second home to the crew of Oscar Three.

— The Station, p. 12

car, known as an and colloquially

3) JCAHO

KENCIE, BEFE T AR TRET 5 M2
& BHo 1951 4£ |2 JCAH (Joint Commission on
Accreditation of Hospitals) & L TR &M, 1987
4 2JCAHO (Joint Commission on Accreditation
of Healthcare Organizations) & IFREINize 2D
WEFEJCAHOL [V = A4 3 —] &&Fitr, 20074121
EX 4 %25 The Joint Commission!Z 455 X 1172,

There is one, two-syllable, five-letter
acronym that will raise the blood pressure
and heart rate of any hospital administrator
by twenty points: JCAHO. Pronounced “jay-
co,” this organization’s full name is the Joint
Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare
Organizations. But, in a recent PR campaign
they changed their name simply to the Joint
Commission. -Stories of Intensive Care, p. 69

The Joint Commission is verbally referred
to as “Jay-Co,” based on the former, un-
(Joint

Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare

pronounceable acronym JCAHO

Organizations) . . . . . JCAHO eventually made
a formal name change so as to be officially
known as the “Joint Commission.”

— When We Do Harm, p. 228

4) MRSA

AF ) YW E G T P ERE  (methicillin-
resistant Staphylococcus aureus) % % 3 9 T §E
MRSAVE [~—+] &Fite,

Abbreviated MRSA and pronounced “mersa,”
this is one of those superbugs that media was
scaring us about ten years ago,

— A Year in the ER, p. 147

5) NacCl
A b+ ~ ) 7 & (sodium chloride) @ 1k =
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NaCllx [ 27 V] LT,

There is another story of a patient who
presented repetitively to the hospital
complaining that he felt lousy because he had
a NaCl deficiency (pronounced “neckle”).

— A Year in the ER, p. 262

6) PEEP

IR RICRBEIZHEEINZ T, okxs %
XTI LR HMWML T B MFTET O # R GIE
(positive end-expiratory pressure) DA PEEP
i [¥—=71 it

Today’s ventilators are also able, at the
twist of a knob, to deliver positive end-
expiratory pressure, known as PEEP”
(rhymes with beep).

— Stories of Intensive Care, p. 69

7) PERRL

BEAL2Y — 12 < TSR L TS & 7R 94K fiE
T# % (pupils are equally round and reactive to
light) OW&FEPERRLIZILE - HF (2016) 120k
L7zo [78— ] it BAMIZEHL TH <,

“PERRL,” pronounced “pearl,” means “pupils
are equally round and reactive to light.”
— A Year in the ER, p. 64

8) SNF

F—3 v 7R —2 (nursing home) W9 %, &
FEF MR (skilled nursing facility) OUHTRESNF
* (A= 7] L5 EIZHT (2020a) TIRTHE
L7ze BARBIZBEEL TB <,

Most of the remaining 16 percent bring
crews into skilled nursing facilities (or
“sniffs”),

facilities, community clinics, and similar

rehabilitation centers, assisted living

settings. — Bandage, Sort, and Hustle, p. 39
4. Mayfield head holder — TE&FIEE (eponym)

it 1 2 A4 BF FAlf TEHE G| (cranial traction)
WWHHENLHETH 5, KEOHEINEE
(neurosurgeon) Frank Henderson Mayfield (1908
-1991) A5, Baxter (1996) 23S T Wiz
725, Bock (2007) 751X T OAFRIEHZ TW 5D,
Bartolucci, and Forbis (2005) (2 gk ST
LWL HRETDH bo Mayfield 3 K EISM USA,
Inc. D&k IE (registered trademark) 127 > T
w2,

His head was stabilized by special cranial
tongs called a Mayfield head holder which
attached to the OR table.

— 50 Years in the OR, p. 33

5. 75 F4
1) Minipress

K [ Pfizer, Inc. # o U & M £ 4 3£ (anti-
hypertensive) o —#%%1x 75 ' L #EERE (prazosin
hydrochloride)o # 7t )V $E (Drake and Drake
2012) o $E#| O Minipress XLb & % o° XLiZextended-
release (IRMUIED) OREEET, ZH| O FE 2R
ENHVENR LY BT A ERT T

The regimen included a low-salt diet and
three anti-hypertensive drugs: Catapres, Lasix,
and Minipress.

— Stories of Intensive Care, p. 169

2) Sani-Cloth
KEPDI Inc. #OKBEMNIETT A 7 (germi-

cidal disposable Wipe)08>

Because I was triage [sic.], there was no
reason to return to the back with my next
patient going to the desk, so I waited in the
triage area and passed time by wiping down
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my station with Sani-Cloths.
— My Best Friend is Ativan, p. 30

6. RS IRy —adViE
1) fifth vital sign & sixth vital sign

PR (pulse rate), fKiR (temperature), I
W % (respiration rate), Il £ (blood pressure)
D &) BAEMHERICLER 4 >0 BRERRO R
vital signs /-5, S HIZEA (pain) & 5&HFHDIR
Bk 2 Thifth vital sign W52 5 H5H (1LH -
FHH 2016) o

They had taken to calling pain the “fifth
vital sign,” and had created numerical scales
as well as scales with cartoon faces depicting
varying degrees of suffering in order to
quantity pain. — One Night in the ER, p. 11

KD K DG I % sixth vital sign & -5 BAKB]
H DD, fifth vital sign EITERDODR— I TH A 9 o

He was given the common protocol of a
short course of post-operative pain medication.
The problem with the “sixth vital sign”
(as pain is called) is there is no way to
objectively measure the patient’s pain level.

— Diary of a H.O., p. 59

sixth vital signld, 23ABE ORI (emo-
tional distress) XMW % & DOAATHE (walking
speed) 1B L CTHDLNIEENH 5,00

2) LBT

HMEEROHIGP 2 AMELFEHDIZL T
LFRINZLWBS (<left without being seen), LWOT
(<left without freatment), LAMA (<[eft against
medical advice), LDT (<left during treatment)
I o7z (HF 2020b) 0 FRRDOEBUILBTH S % o
(AR T o 72 (left before treatment), & 5%
VIZROBIIZH D EH S, [ M) 7 —VhicE-

721 (left before triage) = & % FETWEIETH 2,V
ROBETIE, TOL)EEERLTWh,

In a month, he graced me with his presence
16 times. Two more times, he showed up at
work but I wasn’t there so he was an LBT
(left before triage).

— But I Came By Ambulance, p. 46

3) legit call & bullshit call

f 2 ¥+ (paramedic) 12xF 3 2 FHEEOK
WHHBZEFE 2 8T R BLICBS call 3 - 72, BSIE
bullshit OWEFET X272 HBIERE] vooE
HWehHsH (U - Hb 2016)s ZHUIH LT, B&
PEDE L, BEL A LE LT L $ 5 B
o3 FEH D legit call TH D, [F o &) o NBIERE
E\VoZlIATHD,

There are “legit” calls and then there
are “bullshit” calls. Legit calls are the so-
called real emergencies that necessitate and
justify the craft of paramedicine... In contrast
bullshit calls are the so-called nonemergencies
that involve little more than a collection of
vital signs, a ride to the hospital, and maybe
some minor interventions like the icing of a
sore joint.  — Bandage, Sort, and Hustle, pp. 3-4
4) L2K

KE Nevada il T, A5 E D 7272 R B 23
BARSELUEOD L EHEZI/TEBN LK TH
%o HFEHAMD Legal 2000725 (K13 1000 % 5
WeFE) o

He was rude, condescending, and referred
to her as “L2K" (a legal designation for
psychiatric hold patients) instead of by her
name.

— More Confessions of a Trauma Junkie, p. 52
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5) nee naw

HEHEZEOT AL D
(onomatopoeia) (&, KETlIwee woo, HE[ETIZ
KOBZENZ D D & ) 1Znee naw DML NE Z LD
% (Chapman 2020),

HERT RN

And then—nee naw nee naw nee naw—
the ambulance arrives, the crew bundle the
patient into the back of the ambulance and
save the day, and everyone lives happily ever
after. — Nee Naw, p. 12
6) TTT

BHEORO L ANBEOROEN L ZDEE
OB AW T 5 2 & 2RI S VI tooth-
to-tattoo ratio %% - 72 (Montero 2007, LH - H
i 2016) . tooth k tattoo % AIFE 2 72 tattoo-to-tooth
ratiob & 5o F 72, tooth DGR teeth |2 75 5 Y
%%%o%%uﬂwmvmkﬁéoit,ﬁw%
MZHAH L HIZTITL &% (Edwards 2007, Conlon
2009) o

Tommy has a proper West country ‘ooarr
accent that never fails to entertain me.
He’s not particularly blessed in the brains
department and has a very high TTT
score. TTT stands for tatoo to teeth. The
rule is that if a patient comes in with more
tattoos than teeth, they are probably going
to have a fighting-related problem. This may
seem like another unfair prejudice made by
snobby middle-class doctors, but it is in fact a
frighteningly accurate clinical sign.

— Confessions of a GP, p. 263

7. “Time is muscle.” & “Time is brain.”
— AO-H VRS
o 5 A 22 (myocardial infarction) O i # T
1%, OBEOFEEIIR (coronary artery) &5 F - C
ME AR SN2 VIR R TRV E, O

#5 (cardiac muscle) 28X =V ZZIFCLE .
BLTORWHEENPEETHL I L2 ERKITHKEN
“Time is muscle.” T 5"
With any heart attack (myocardial
infarction), the longer the heart muscle is not
being perfused with blood due to a blockage
of the coronary artery, the more cardiac
muscle is damaged, sometimes irreversibly.
There is a saying in cardiology: “Time is
muscle.” — Epilogue, p. 91
Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790) ® # 5 “Time
is money.” b L IZLKRHTH LD, [FEOFK
S “Time is brain.” HH 5o W (stroke) @
BRLFME D7D W THAHT EERTHDT,
KEOMFEEEE (neurologist) Camilo R. Gomez A%
19934E 2 H L7223,

Most people are familiar with the need for
speedy treatment in stroke, heart attack, and
trauma. It is why ambulances have lights and
sirens. The “golden hour of trauma, early
defibrillation,

for coronary care and

and the phrases “time is

muscle” “time is
brain” for stroke care are known to all in

EMS. — Killing Season, p. 83

8. Epilog
F—Z B+ F ) 7 DSydney & FE I L 7L/ NG
WZIRDWGH 3% % o

T've been in Critical two months’ he
began. ‘Got moved up from General when
they stopped with the experimented surgeries.

— Hades, p. 136

CET2HAL] BEEELIZLO 7,
F Wrﬁfm%ﬁﬁ%m&($#¢m 75T,
ZoblilBorzA, [#AME]] - &R, p. 169
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JE LD Critical |2 CCU O JATFETHIS NS critical
care unit, Generalldgeneral wardx 155 L&z b6
Nb, RTCritical O EHLE [ 7)) 74 71V
DN A ET [RIER] RS Tw 25
WA ETH B0 BT EIZ B\ Ceritical care
terminal care |X[F] LTI W5 THh b

P
AFETHIH L2630 o K EFERP o R id+
NTHAFIZ L 5,

1) https//www.cdc.gov/ (I#&7 7t A H 2021
FIOHIH)

2) https://www.thermh.org.au/health-
professionals/continuing-education/nursing-
education/graduate-nurse-program (F 7 7
EAH 2021469 H9 H)

3) http://eyesofanemt.blogspot.com/2006/05/
whatisfruhtml?Pm=1 (&7 27 € A H : 2021
FIOHIH)

4) https://www.jointcommission.org/-/media/
tjc/documents/about-us/tjc-history-timeline-
through-2020.pdf (F&#¢7 7 A H @ 20214F 9
H9H)

5) https://www.integralife.com/file/
general/1453795447-1pdf (¥ 7 7 & A H :
202149 H 9 H)

6) http://labeling.pfizer.com/ShowLabeling.
aspx?id=14828 (F&#7 7 £ A H : 20214 9 H
9H)

7) https//www.drugtopics.com/view/controlled-
release-abbreviations-out-control (K #& 7 7 +
AH 1202149 A9 H)

8) https://pdihc.com/products/environment-of-
care/sani-cloth-prime-germicidal-disposable-
wipes/ (&7 7t AH 1202149 H9 H)

9) https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/16155033/
(#7272 AH 1202149 H9 H)

10) https://www.ptxrehab.com/blog/Know-Your-
Movement-Vital-Signs (F#7 7 £ A H @ 2021

E9H9H)

11) http://www.hospitalinspections.org/
report/27973 (B 7 7k AH 1 202149 H 9
H)

12) https://cdn2.hubspot.net/hubfs/885785/pdfs/
Summit_Presentations/Public_Health/4-5_
Wright_Tracking Legal_Hold_Patients_in_
EMResource_Final pdf?t=1463780015188 (%
7 s AH 202149 H9 H)

13) https://www.spectrumhealthlakeland.org/
medical-services/cardiology-services/know-
the-warning-signs/time-is-muscle (##%7 7 +
AH 202149 H9H)

14) https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/
full/10.1161/01.str.0000196957.55928.ab  ( #z #%
77 tAH 202149 A9 H)

15) https://aansneurosurgeon.org/rethinking-the-
stroke-rule-time-is-brain/ (#& 7 7 + A { :
20214F9 H9 H)

Texts ([ ] PHEARFE TR L 7-m&50)

Brent, Suzi, Nee Naw: Real-Life Dispatchers from
Ambulance Control. Penguin Books, 2010. [Nee
Naw]

Canning, Peter, Killing Season: A Paramedic’s
Dispatches from the Front Lines of the Opioid
Epidemic. John Hopkins University Press, 2021.
[Killing Season]

Daniels, Benjamin, Confessions of a GP. The
Friday Project, 2010. [Confessions of a GP]

Fox, Candice, Hades. Random House Australia,
2014. (BHO A AR, [#EE ¥ F=—HHEES
BNAER] BtEleHt, 2016) [Hades]

Gaver, Jeffrey W. Epilogue: Aeromedical Flight
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Publishing Co., 2018. [Epilogue]
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2011. [The Station]

Green, Brandon, Diary of a H. O. (House Officer):
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A Collection of Short Stories from a Surgeon’s First
Year of Training. KPE LLC, 2020. [Diary of a
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Hamm, Kerry, But I Came by Ambulance!
Independently published, 2016. [But I Came by
Ambulance]

My Best Friend is Ativan. Independently
published, 2018. [My Best Friend is Ativan]
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Luminare Press, 2021. [One Night in the ER]
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Midwife. Random House Australia, 2015.
[Outback Midwife]
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[When We Do Harm]

Seim, Josh, Bandage, Sort, and Hustle: Ambulance
Crews on the Front Lines of Urban Suffering.
University of California Press, 2020. [Bandage,
Sort, and Hustle]
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RN 799 2&KTA M N—=r=a) X -
T x 8, 2019) [Unseen)
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published. 2020. [4 Year in the ER]
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Loon Lake Press, 2020. [50 Years in the OR]
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H 9530 (2017a), [BAT A0 B EFHEOFHAM « R
BB OYERB 2 2 | [BIRAREINERFRRE
vy =T v —F)] 1255, pp. 33-44.



-108— BRI RSFARTLF v VS AW 45615 (20224F)

_(2017p), THURT 2 A HFEOFEM - R B
B O FFmER % HAT 5] [EFEOFE L Ut
el #29%, pp. 1-17. e 202149 H30H, ¥ 2021411 H10H)

_ (2018), [E#EBMoFEFERI L TR
L] [HEEOSHE & bwige] %315, pp.
207-221.

_ (2019q), [EFEEHEOSHE L ULEHES |
[ BRI KA v /X 2 ZEAd 2] 4858 75,
pp. 97-102.

_ (2019h), A=A T TEEIZBITHE
EIE—TZ X & i) 285 | [HARRESFiE
FHHE] 287, No. 2, pp. 41-47.

_ (2020a), [HEFEEFEOSE L LA R
5 ] [BREL KRR F v > 7S AWFZE %)
5597, pp. 101-108.

_ (20206), TEEHAGOFEFERH—TZ LIE
Lkl %5 | [HAREZFHESHEFRE]
5285, No. 3, pp. 47-54.

_ (2020¢), T4 ¥ AKFEIZBIT BERE—
EgAT 7o [Zeidef] 284 THAR
R FEESHEFRE] #8295, No. 2, pp. 22-
25.

_ (2021a), EEHGOFEFEH—TZ X
Efb) #HET 5] [BRETRKRARITF v >~
ISATHZEALE] 55607, pp. 121-128.

_ (2021p), [EEBHGOFEFEERI—TZ LIE
L b) o E R ] [HREEREESBEFS
s8] #3075, No. 1, pp. 40-44.

_ (2021c), [EHEBEOIEBERB—ERA T
Yo [Zeidexfb] #fEHT 5] THARES:
FEFHHFSE] %3075, No. 2, pp. 29-33.

IS - H 3530 (2000), [HER1 2 71 71V HIRE
T Ay —F T a o,

(2006), [EEFLFEIBDL LA N—

I Medspeak Dt —] [ Bk 3E HI IR

_(2011), AT v b)) B

Fett.

(2015), [3Ef17 5 » F&FEi] 3
WM. WFEOSEE L Ubifze s,
. (2016), [EFEBIGOIERRR] =




