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A Correct Understanding of Hansen's
Disease through Graduation Study

Yoichiro Furuzawa and Satoko AIKA
Abstract

Since 2004, efforts have been made to enhance the students' understanding of
Hansen's Disease for their graduation study. During the graduation study process
hetween 2004 and 2005, ten students visited Oshima-Seishoen to get acquainted
with the residents suffering from Hansen's Disease. After visiting the sanatorium,
the students wrote reports which were divided into the following four categories:
1) "patients' history regarding various enforced infringements upon their rights
such as isolation in the sanatorium" 2) "damage the residents have suffered men-
tally, physically and socially in their entire life as a result of the isolation" 3) "the
enforcement of allowing the residents' return to society or providing them with
more secure life and sufficient care in the sanatorium"” 4) "enhancement of a
greater understanding of Hansen's Disease by visiting the residents in the Na-

tional Sanatorium".

Key Words and Phrases: Hansen's Disease, sanatorium, nursing education,

graduation study






