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Influence of the Amount of Gaze on
Observer Impressions of Gaze Pairs

Yuichi Iizuka
Abstract

In this experiment, selected stimulus dimensions of interpersonal gazing-amount
of gaze, stimulus persons and sexual composition of the interacting pair-were ex-
amined for their impact on observer's evaluations. Observers viewed videotapes
of a person whose visual behavior was systematically varied while conversing
with a person of the opposite sex. Female stimulus persons displayed two differ-
ent visual amounts: 87% and 13%. We found that observer's evaluations with re-
gard to warmth, anxiety, and relaxation of a gaze pair were differentially affected
by the degree of eye contact between the gaze pair. When a female of a gaze
pair exhibited a high amount of gaze, they tended to be rated by observers as
warmer,less anxious and more relaxed than when they exhibited a low amount
of gaze. High eye contact would appear to be more sincere for female-to-female

pairs as opposed to female-to-male pairs.

Key Words and Phrases: amount of gaze, impression



