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A Study of the Observation Point for Discovery
of Malignancies in Psychiatric Patients

Teruko IsHiBasHI, Hitoshi OKAMURA*, Sumie OkA** and

Tsuyako HosokawA**
Abstract

The purpose of this study was to explore the observation point for discovering
cancers in psychiatric patients. We investigated nurses with the personal experi-
ence of discovering malignancies in psychiatric patients. We analyzed data from
29 cases, and observed the following five points; 1) Suspect the body disease
in advance of the psychiatric disorder. 2) Do wide composite observation to con-
firm the assessment. 3) Palpation is an important observation method. 4 ) Pay at-
tention to the gradual decline of bodily functions. 5) Utilize the opportunity
afforded by daily life actions.
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