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Comparison of Nurse and Nursing Students’ Views
Regarding Rules for Patient-Nurse Relationships

Miyoko MisHIMA and Yoko Sota
Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine the difference in the rules of patient-
nurse relationships between clinical nurses and senior nursing students. Seventy-
one nurses and 106 students were asked to rate on a 9-point scale how important
they believed each rule was in the patient-nurse relationship, firstly, as applied to
the patient, and secondly, as applied to the nurse. Both participants highly en-
dorsed a similar number of rules. Using a ttest, we found significance (p<.001)
in endorsed rules between nurses and students. For rules for nurses, nurses
more strongly endorsed rules concerning regulating intimacy, regulating self-
disclosure, and regulating exchange of rewards. However, students more strongly
endorsed rules concerning promoting emotional commitment. Regarding rules for
patients, nurses more strongly endorsed rules concerning regulating intimacy,
and regulating exchange of rewards. Students more strongly endorsed rules con-

cerning promoting patient self-disclosure.

Key Words and Phrases: rule of patient-nurse relationship, clinical nurse, nursing

student, questionnaire



