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Shimane Nursing College: Past and Present

Tokugoro TSUNEMATSU

Abstract

Shimane Nursing College opened in April of 1995 in an area especially rich with
health and welfare from the ancient times. According to myths in the Kojiki,
the area has been regarded as the birthplace of medicine and nursing in Japan.
There are statues of Yakushi (Bhaisajyaguru) popularly named Ootera-yakushi-nyorai,
and other Buddhas in a nearby temple which were scluptured in the old times
and most of them are now designated as national cultural assets. These were, in
my opinion, established based upon people’s sincere prayer for their health and
welfare. (

In the end of the Edo Era, there lived in this area a doctor named Nishiyama
Sunaho. He has been respected as a founder of modern medicine in Izumo. About
ten years ago, Izumo City designated this area as "Town Home of Health and
Welfare” with an expectation that this college would be a foothold of people’s
well-being.

From the begining to the present, education and research activities have been
successfully carried out to realize the Ideals and Objectives of Education at Shimane
Nursing College.

Key words and phrases : Myths of the Kojiki, birthplace of medicine and nursing,
Tzumo area, Ideal and Objectives of the College



