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Abstracts

Since the adoption of the reform and opening-up policy, China has been experiencing a
surge of the “New Ideology” of which the essence centers on the market and consumerism.
This paper examines how the middle class people in Beijing are affected by the emergence
of the “New Ideology” from the following three perspectives: assessment of their satisfaction
with their daily life, how they perceive themselves in relation to society and how they recon-
cile the differences. Based on the findings obtained through interviews with middle-class peo-
ple in Beijing, the author summarized their various responses into the following four types:

positive conformers, obsequious followers, critical reviewers and those who stay aloof.
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