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An Investigation into how Non-medical
People View Death

Masako NaGasakl, Ayako MATSUOKA and Kazuya YAMASHITA
Abstract

We investigated ideas about death in 269 non-medical persons older than 20
years old. For results, we found their image of death was negative and they ac-
cepted death as an unavoidable natural phenomenon. Everybody thought death
education should be necessary. Subjects over 60 years considered discussion
about death as taboo and thought this discussion would be influenced by a per-
son's background.  Anxiety about death was related to physical pain, but for
people in their 20's and 30's, death was thought as the end of physical life in
their bodies. Sixty percent of the subjects became conscious of death when they
witnessed the death of significant others. For people over 50, their physical con-
ditions and natural aging provided them with consciousness of death and they
acted to start developing preparation for death. Organ transplantation was agreed
upon by about 80% of people in 20's. Females were more concerned about this
than males, and there was a significant difference between males and females re-

garding ideas about death.

Key Words and Phrases:ideas about death, non-medical persons, generation differ-

ences, sex differences, investigation






